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What is LIFE PISA Project about?

The Pine Processionary (Thaumetopoea pityocampa) and Pine Lappet

(Dendrolimus pini) are moths of the families Thaumetopoeidae and

Lasiocampidae, and are abundant species found in pine woods in north,

central and southern Europe, and a major economic pest causing human

and pet health problems (allergies, skin illness, etc). The species are

notable for the behaviour of its caterpillar larvae, which overwinter in tent-

like nests high in pine trees, and which process through the woods in

nose-to-tail columns, protected by their severely irritating hairs.

Current methods to control this infestation have some limitations to

control medium-large amounts of them and/or they are expensive. This

project aims to demonstrate and improve monitoring and control using

new methods combined with traditional systems applied in urban or

recreational areas in 4 countries (Spain, Italy, UK and Greece), where

large-scale aerial or targeted insecticide application is not possible; and to

improve current traps systems to increase significantly their effectiveness,

reduce cost and to be adapted to each selected demonstrative urban pine

areas.
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Ojectives

ÁDecrease populations of pine Processionary and pine Lappet in

ódemonstrationareasô.

ÁSignificantly reduce irritating injuries and allergic reactions.

ÁDeploy traps with minimal visual effect that are non-damaging

to other forest animals and plants.

ÁOptimize an innovative trunk barrier device for easy installation

and removal.

ÁImprove the design and efficiency of pheromone traps.

ÁStudy efficiency of Mating Disruption (MD) techniques.

ÁFulfill Directive 2009/128/CE: rational use of chemical

pesticides.

ÁTransfer knowledge to forest pest control authorities, town

halls, neighbourhood associations.

Life cycle
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Project PARTNERS

ÅAsociación de Investigación de Materiales

Plásticos y Conexas ïAIMPLAS (Spain).

ÅBenaki Phytopathological Institute (Greece).

ÅForestry Commission Research Agency (UK).

ÅRegione Molise (Italy).

ÅSansan Prodesing S.L. (Spain).

ÅUniversity of Molise (Italy).

ÅUniversity of Thessaly (Greece).



5

About LIFE + programme Final Meeting in Valencia, Spain

LIFE+ is the EUôsfinancial instrument supporting

environmental and nature conservation projects

throughout the EU, as well as in some candidate,

acceding and neighbouring countries. Since

1992, LIFE has co-financed some 4171 projects,

contributing approximately ú3,4 billion to the

protection of the environment.

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/

LIFE PISA project belongs to the Environment

Policy and Governance Section and to the

Chemicals sub-sector of the programme. Project

grant agreement: LIFE13 ENV/ES 504.

PROJECT BUDGET AND REQUESTED EU 

FUNDING

Total project budget: 1,118,232 ú

Total eligible project budget: 1,108,232 ú

EU financial contribution requested:

554,116 ú (= 50.00% of total eligible budget)

The Final Meeting of the project took place last

9th May 2017 held by AIMPLAS in Paterna

(Valencia, Spain).

During the meeting, the project consortium

showed the final results and came to

conclusions for the whole project systems:

- New design for trunk traps.

- New design for adult traps.

- Strategies for MD.

- Objectives accomplished.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/
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Project website, new events.                In the media 

The website of LIFE PISA project is already

available through the link www.lifepisa.eu.

Up-dated information about the project can be

found on the website.

In addition, the website offers to visitors the

possibility to see the forthcoming events related

to LIFE PISA as well as a summary of past

events.

The LIFE PISA project has been disseminated

by the LIFE PISA consortium in different media

channels. A press release about the project

was launched, with a great impact in the

different media.

Four workshops were organised:

- Campobasso- Italy (by University of Molise

and the Molise Region); Feb 2015.

- Volos- Greece (by the University of Thessaly

and the Collaboration of Benaki

Phytopatological Insitute); Sep 2015.

- Benaki Phytopathological Institute at the

Institute of Agricultural Sciences, Feb 2016.

- Forestry Commission of Scotland, Sep

2016.

A fifth workshop has been organised by

AIMPLAS in May 2017. More details can be

found in the next pages.

http://www.bread4pla-life.eu/
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Disseminationactivities: events

5th LIFE PISA workshop Regional Government of Valencia 10/05/2017

The very successful 5h LIFE PISA workshop. The agenda is included in the Dissemination area of the project website:

www.lifepisa.eu

With the collaboration of the Pest Lab of the Valencia Regional Government.

http://www.lifepisa.eu/
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Disseminationactivities: events

International Congress of Entomology (ICE), Orlando, Florida, 25-30/09/2016

Prof. Dr Nickolas G. Kavallieratos (Agricultural University of Athens), Prof. Dr Christos G. athanassiou (University of

Thessaly) and Dr Demetrius C. Kontodimas (Benaki Phytopathological Institute) presented a paper entitled: Comparison

of different pheromone traps for the capture of adults of the processionary pine moth, Thaumetopoea pityocampa (Denis

and Schiffermüller) (Lepidoptera: Thaumetopoeidae) and assessment of its control with mating disruption by C.G.

Athanassiou, N.G. Kavallieratos, D.C. Kontodimas, M.C. Boukouvala, A.J. Nikolaidou, D. Markoyiannaki Printziou, P.

Trematerra, M. Colacci, D. Pardo, J. Sancho and S. Galvez Settier during the International Congress of Entomology

(ICE), Orlando, Florida, 25-30/09/2016. In this paper, a part of the results of the EU project ñInnovative eco friendly traps

for the control of pine Lepidoptera in urban and recreational placesò(LIFE PISA: LIFE13 ENV/ES/000504) were

presented.

On Tuesday, 04/10/2016, Prof. Dr Nickolas G. Kavallieratos gave a talk in the Kansas State University (KSU), Manhattan,

Kansas entitled: Large-scale testing of pheromone trap devices for the capture of the pine processionary moth,

Thaumetopoea pityocampa (Denis and Schiffermüller) (Lepidoptera: Thaumetopoeidae) in the frame of the the EU project

ñInnovative eco friendly traps for the control of pine Lepidoptera in urban and recreational placesò(LIFE PISA: LIFE13

ENV/ES/000504). Prof. Dr Kavallieratos, provided an update of the overall activities of the Life PISA project with emphasis

to the latest results related to the pheromone traps. The talk was attended by numerous students and Professors of the

KSU as well as research scientists and Post-Doc students of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA),

Agricultural Research Service (ARS), Manhattan, Kansas.
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Disseminationactivities: events

Workshop ñVERDEURBANO E ALLERGIEòby Regione Molise ïServizio Coordinamento Programmazione Comunitaria

ïFondo FESR-FSE, CAMPOBASSO 2 March 2017
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Disseminationactivities: articles

So far, 2 articles including LIFE PISA results have been published (more will come):


